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Pete  Gillespie 

by  Paul  Browne 
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Peter  Patrick  "Padney"  Gillespie  was  one  of  the  original  New  York  players 
whose  height  suggested  a  name  for  the  team  that  today  plays  in  San 
Francisco.  With  three  fellow  Troy  players,  he  signed  with  John  B.  Day's 
New  York  franchise  for  the  1883  season,  and  the  group  formed  that 
would  become  known  as  the  Giants.  While  frequently  described  as  a 
journeyman  outfielder  Gillespie  still  holds  one  National  League  record, 
once  batted  over  .400  and  may  have  been  the  highest  paid  plaver  in 
baseball. 

Most  sources  indicate  that  Gillespie  was  born  in  Carbondale, 

Pennsylvania  on  November  30,  1851  though  some  sources  list  him  as 
being  born  in  Connecticut.  His  Baptismal  Certificate  at  St.  Rose  of  Lima 
Church  in  Carbondale  shows  him  receiving  that  sacrament  and  the  name 
Patrick  on  December  3,  1851  and  confirms  the  November  30th  birth 
date.  The  name  Peter  Patrick  Gillespie  appears  on  his  Death  Certificate. 
The  Connecticut  location  is  in  error. 

His  parents  were  John  and  Ann  Newcomb  Gillespie,  both  immigrants 
from  Ireland.  Ann  Newcomb  came  to  the  U.S.  with  one  of  her  in-laws, 
John  Ward  Browne,  a  "hedgerow  teacher"  in  Ireland,  meaning  he  taught 
Irish  children  to  read  and  write  the  Irish  language  that  their  English 
occupiers  had  outlawed;  therefore  he  had  a  price  on  his  head. 

The  1860  Census  lists  John  Gillespie  as  a  "Day  Laborer".  The  family  is 
listed  as  Ann,  John,  Patrick,  Bridget  and  Hanna.  The  1870  Census  lists 
sons  John  and  Patrick  as  mine  laborers.  Patrick,  like  many  children  in  the 
coalfields  of  the  day,  was  a  breaker  boy  before  graduating  to  the  mines 
as  a  youth. 

Local  newspapers  indicate  that  Gillespie  had  begun  his  playing  career  as 
an  amateur  in  Carbondale  by  1874.  "Padney",  as  he  was  generally 
known  in  the  press  of  his  local  area,  was  a  member  of  the  Carbondale 
Alerts  when  they  merged  with  the  Carbondale  Lackawannas  in  1875. 

Following  the  newly  merged  Carbondale  team's  4-3  defeat  of  the 
Arlingtons  of  New  York  City  on  July  19,  1875  one  of  the  Arlington  players 
said,  "if  the  Carbondale  club  could  keep  up  such  playing  that,  they  (the 
Arlingtons)  would  retire  and  let  the  'Carbondales'  go  on  a  starring  tour". 
[1]  In  September,  the  Carbondale  team  took  the  Arlington's  advice  and 
accompanied  by  Isherwood  of  the  Arlingtons  as  their  Captain,  they 
played  some  of  the  best  amateur  nines  of  New  York  State.  They  won 
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